cannot be mastered by reading books and studying diagrams however good; we should not have to judge a book by the extent to which it can replace study of anatomical specimens. Reality dictates that most Fellowship candidates, to whom this book is directed, will have limited access to an anatomy museum. As an alternative, this book is good. In the best of all possible worlds, this book would be used to direct the candidates' study within an anatomy museum. Then it would be excellent.
M This small book sets out to provide a practical guide to perioperative haematological and blood transfusion assessment for surgeons and a'naesthetists. It has a particular emphasis on preoperative aspects important to safety and the reduction of operative risk. Much of the discussion is of a general nature with basic haematology knowledge being frequently assumed and detailed information kept to a minimum. It has a problemoriented approach with numerous diagrams and flow charts to illustrate the text, and includes a list of common pitfalls in management in each chapter. No references are provided and I found the index somewhat inadequate.
The best chapters are on the haemostatic system and blood component therapy. Sections on the identification and laboratory investigation of the haemostatic disorders are excellent, however the overview of normal haemostasis is very brief. The use of synthetic plasma substi tutes or crystalloid as alternatives to SPPS in minimising blood transfusion during surgery receives little attention, and intraoperative scavenging of blood is not included. Other chapters deal with haematological aspects of oxygen transport, venous thromboembolism, host defences, abnormal laboratory results, and specific clinical situations such as pregnancy and splenectomy.
Despite my criticisms, I believe this book is successful in its aims as a broad overview on this subject. It collates a wealth of practical information not readily found in other texts and would be valuable reading for both surgical and anaesthetic trainees. . This book combines current knowledge in a wellbound, well-presented volume. The main authors present a wide span of information but a specialist paediatric cardiac surgeon has not been included among the contributors.
G. A. GUTTERIDGE

Director
The book flows logically with history, pathophysiology followed by preoperative preparation, monitoring and extra-corporeal circulation. These chapters would have wide appeal beyond the discipline of anaesthesia.
The chapter Paediatric Anaesthesia Pharmacology is outstanding and would be of great value to all anaesthetists. The collection in later chapters of all information applicable to specific abnormalities including anatomy, surgical therapy and postoperative care is most valuable. Postoperative care in the last three chapters, including General Intensive Care, Postoperative Respiratory Function and specific Postoperative Cardiac Care, is clear and each chapter complementary to the others. The Bibliography after each chapter is complete and up to date, providing a most useful cross reference. This is an excellent book and has been needed for the discipline of anaesthesia for a long time. Some areas could justifiably be covered iri greater depth including sedation and anaesthesia for cardiac catheterisation as well as specific paediatric issues in extra-corporeal circulation.
This book has wide appeal and would grace the libraries of many departments. Early chapters would be of great use to medical students, residents and aspiring paediatricians and cardiologists, while other chapters address the specific needs of all anaesthetists, with highly specialised chapters finding their own audience from paediatric anaesthetists and paediatric cardiologists.
I would recommend this book to all those practising paediatric cardiology and anaesthesia as well as to those who wish to have an excellent reference on the broader aspects of paediatric care.
